
Brown Middle School
2020-2021 Mini-Grant Program

In the 2020-2021 school year, Brown Mini-Grants were awarded in the following areas.

● Picture Books - Theyʼre not just for (little) kids! - The picture books will help to teach
students a variety of skills like recognizing literary devices, word choice, and story
structure in an approachable and accessible manner. These books will also help to
supplement general education topics by providing another mode of learning that
includes a variety of visual stimulation.

● Promoting Self-Monitoring and Independence - Serving students across the STRIDE,
FOCUS, SPARK, APEX, and other special education programs, this mini-grant provides
resources to develop cutting edge behavior reduction and skill acquisition programs. All
programs will benefit from the following examples of resources that will promote
self-monitoring: intervals timers, interval watches, visual timers, as well as help to
promote independence with executive function skills such as time management .

● Writing as Activism - At the start of the 21-22 school year, New York Times bestselling
childrenʼs author Nic Stone will present “Writing as Activism”.  In doing so, she will
share her own experience growing up as a Black girl in a mostly white school and
discuss how feeling under-represented in curriculum materials inspired her to be an
author and to write books with characters who look like her.  Her books are now taught
in schools all over the United States. Following her presentation, Ms. Stone will offer a
writing workshop to all 7th-grade students to get them started on their journey for the
year.

● Brown Gardens & Green Thumbs - The mini-grant extended a previous grant to the
school including mulch, seeds and other gardening supplies.

● New Books in Grade 6 Classrooms - Carried over from previous year, this mini-grant
expanded the Grade 6 English classroom libraries to allow for more modern, diverse
titles across multiple genres and to increase student access to books while in the
classroom.


